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SUBJ: LEBANESE SITUATION JULY 15-21 

REF: BEIRUT 3388 (DTG 150955Z JUL 77) 

1. SUMMARY: THIS WEEK SHELLING CONTINUED ON DAILY BASIS IN 
SOUTH, AND LIGHTING BROKE OUT AGAIN BETWEEN SAIQA AND REJECTIO- 
NIST COMMANDOS IN BEIRUT REPUGEE CAMP. NEW TRIPARTITE COMMITTEE 
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REPRESENTING LEBANON, SYRIA, AND PLO HELD PIRST MEETING AT 
CHTAURA JULY 21. LOCAL PRESS CARRIED STORIES SAYING THAT NEW 
UNDERSTANDING WAS REACHED BETWEEN LEBANON AND PLO COVERING SOUTH 
AND REPUGEE CAMPS. PONMIN BOUTROS MET WITH PRESIDENT ASAD IN 
DAMASCUS. CAMILLE CHAMOUN SAID HE WOULD MEET WITH YASSIR ARAPAT 
ONLY IP 250,000 PALESTINIANS LEFT LEBANON. GOVERNMENT RECONVENED 
PARLIAMENT POR EXTRAORDINARY SESSION. TWO BEIRUT PUBLICATIONS 
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WERE SUSPENDED FOR VIOLATING CENSORSHIP LAW. END SUMMARY. 

2. THE SOUTH. 

SHELLING CONTINUED ON DAILY BASIS IN SOUTH BETWEEN CHRISTIANS AND 
PALESTINIANS. THERE WERE AGAIN MINOR PROBES, BUT NO MAJOR GROUND 
ACTIONS. 

3. RENEWED FIGHTING IN SABRA. 

ON JULY 16 AND 17, SAIQA AND FATAH COMMANDOS AGAIN EXCHANGED GUN- 
FIRE WITH REJECTIONISTS IN AND AROUND SABRA REFUGEE CAMP IN SOUTH- 
WESTERN BEIRUT (SEE BEIRUT 3425). ALTHOUGH SYRIANS DID NOT BE- 
COME ENGAGED DIRECTLY ON GROUND, THEY PROVIDED MORTAR AND ARTILLERY 
SUPPORT TO SAIQA. ACCORDING TO LEBANESE POLICE OFFICIAL, CASUAL- 
TIES INCLUDED 14 SAIQA, EIGHT FATAH AND 12 REJECTIONIST COMMANDOS 
KILLED, AS WELL AS 125 PEOPLE WOUNDED, MOSTLY CIVILIANS. 

4. NEW TRIPARTITE COMMITTEE. 

LEBANON, SYRIA, AND THE PLO HAVE SET UP NEW TRIPARTITE COMMITTEE 
WHICH HELD ITS FIRST MEETING AT CHTAURA JULY 21. ACCORDING TO 
OFFICIAL COMMUNIQUE, COMMITTEE IS "CHARGED WITH ESTABLISHING 
DETAILED PROGRAM FOR APPLICATION OF CAIRO ACCORD." PARTICIPANTS 
AT OPENING SESSION INCLUDED LEBANESE ARMY COMMANDER VICTOR KHOURY, 
ASF COMMANDER SAMI KHATIB, HIGH RANKING FATAH OFFICIAL ABU lYAD, 

AND SYRIAN ARMY CHIEF OF STAFF HIKMAT SHIHABI. 

5. POSSIBLE UNDERSTANDING BETWEEN LEBANESE AND PALESTINIANS. 
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A. FOLLOWING MEETING BETWEEN PRESIDENT SARKIS AND HIGH-RANKING 
FATAH OFFICIAL ABU lYAD JULY 19, LOCAL PRESS CARRIED STORIES 

SAYING THAT "NEW UNDERSTANDING" HAD BEEN REACHED BETWEEN LEBANESE 
AND PALESTINIANS COVERING SOUTH AND REFUGEE CAMPS. AN NAHAR SAID 
THIS UNDERSTANDING PROVIDED FOR: 

- IMMEDIATE CEASEFIRE IN THE SOUTH, AND STATIONING OF LEBANESE 
TROOPS IN "SENSITIVE AREAS" TO ESTABLISH BUFFER ZONE BETWEEN 
COMBATANTS; 

- PALESTINIAN WITHDRAWAL TO "AREAS ALLOWED UNDER CAIRO ACCORD:" 

- ARQUB, AND DEIR AL ASHAYER-YANTA LINE "UNDER SUPERVISION OF 
SYRIAN FORCES;" 

- FORMATION OF JOINT LEBANESE-SYRIAN FORCE TO "PROTECT" PALES- 
TINIAN CAMPS IN SOUTH LEBANON; 

-WITHDRAWAL OF ALL ARMED PALESTINIANS IN RESIDENTIAL AREAS OF 
BEIRUT TO REFUGEE CAMPS. 

B. ACCORDING TO LE REVEIL, HOWEVER, DIFFERENCES REMAIN OVER: 

(A) DEFINITION OF LIMISTS OF PALESTINIAN CAMPS IN BEIRUT; AND 

(B) RIGHT OF PALESTINIANS TO RETAIN HEAVY WEAPONS. 

6. BOUTROS IN DAMASCUS. 

FOREIGN MINISTER FUAD BOUTROS MET WITH PRESIDENT ASAD AND OTHER 
SYRIAN OFFICIALS IN DAMASCUS JULY 16-17. THIS WAS LAST LEG OF 
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ARAB TOUR WHICH ALSO TOOK HIM TO OTHER THREE MEMBER-STATES OE 
QUADRIPARTITE COMMITTEE: SAUDI ARABIA, EGYPT, AND KUWAIT. UPON 
RETURN TO BEIRUT, BOUTROS TOLD REPORTERS ONLY THAT HE HAD DELIVER- 
ED MESSAGE FROM ASAD TO SARKIS. PRESS SPECULATED THAT MESSAGE 
CONTAINED SYRIAN AGREEMENT TO ABOVE "NEW UNDERSTANDING" BETWEEN 
PALESTINIANS AND LEBANESE. 

7. CHAMOUN'S CONDITIONS FOR MEETING ARAFAT. 

ON lULY 18 RIGHTIST AL BAYRAQ QUOTED NATIONAL LIBERAL PARTY LEADER 
CAMILLE CHAMOUN AS SAYING THAT HE WOULD BE WILLING TO MEET ONLY 
ONE MEMBER OF THE PALESTINIAN LEADERSHIP- YASSIR ARAFAT. CHAMOUN 
REPORTEDLY ADDED THAT HE WOULD MEET ARAFAT ONLY IF THREE CONDITIONS 
WERE EIRST MET: (A) PALESTINIAN EVACUATION OF DAMOUR, (B) PALES- 
TINIAN EVACUATION OE SOUTHERN VILLAGES; AND (C) DEPARTURE OF 
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250,000 PALESTINIANS FROM LEBANON. 

8. EXTRAORDINARY PARLIAMENTARY SESSION. 

GOVERNMENT RECONVENED PARLIAMENT EOR EXTRAORDINARY SESSION WHICH 
BEGAN JULY 21 AND WILL CONTINUE UNTIL AUGUST 4. ON FIRST DAY, 

PRIME MINISTER AL HOSS REQUESTED SPECIAL POWERS TO LEGISLATE BY 
DECREE UNTIL DECEMBER 31, 1977, IN FIELDS OF SECURITY, DEEENSE, 

JUSTICE, DEVELOPMENT AND RECONSTRUCTION. PARLIAMENT LAST MET 
DECEMBER 23-24, 1976, WHEN IT GRANTED PREVIOUS SPECIAL POWERS 
THAT EXPIRED JUNE 30, 1977 (SEE BEIRUT 3388). 

9. PRESS ACTIVITIES. 

ON JULY 18 GOVERNMENT SUSPENDED PUBLICATION OP NATIONAL LIBERAL 
PARTY (NLP) DAILY AL AHRAR EOR PUBLISHING UNAUTHORIZED INTERVIEW 
OP NLP LEADER DORY CHAMOUN. LEADING ARABIC WEEKLY AL HAWADESS 
WAS SUSPENDED EOR WEEK OP JULY 18-24 EOR PUBLISHING AN ARTICLE 
ATTACKING PRESS CENSORSHIP, AND OWNER IS CONSIDERING MOVING 
PUBLICATION TO CAIRO. TWO OTHER PUBLICATIONS HAVE BEEN SUSPENDED 
BRIEPLY SINCE CENSORSHIP WAS IMPOSED-PHALANGE AL AMAL AND RIGHT- 
IST LE REVEIL. ALSO, PRO-IRAQI AL MUHARRIR ANNOUNCED JULY 19 
THAT IT WOULD CEASE PUBLICATION JULY 20 "UNTIL PURTHER NOTICE." 
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